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A brave and resolute man, he made his way via
Palestine into Egypt, but even there could find no
security, as the Abbasid governor, hearing of this royal
wanderer's rank, attempted to kill him So he set out
again upon his travels, undertaking a journey across
North Africa, which he must have known would be
attended by every circumstance of privation and
danger For five years he wandered from Berber
village to Berber village; there was a price on his
head, and discovery would have meant instant death;
it seems almost incredible that he should have escaped
disease, famine, robbers, and the machinations of
his enemies and reached the Moroccan coast in
safety.
In Andalusia there were many friends of his princely
house, and after protracted negotiations he crossed the
Straits and advanced on Cordoba, the most important
Moorish city and the political capital The opposition
of the Abbasid khalif Js viceroy he overcame by a trick
unworthy of a knight errant, and entering Cordoba m
triumph established himself as first independent ruler of
Moorish Spain But even now his life, up to this time
so full of hardship, misfortune, and misery, was to
remain an unhappy one, for he was ever surrounded by
treachery and intrigue and so may perhaps be forgiven
for acts of cruelty which would otherwise cast a stain
upon his character In any case there can be no dispute
that he was a great emir who, by subduing the turbulent
Arab chieftains, checking disorders, behaving with
toleration to his Christian subjects, and adorning his
capital city, laid the secure foundation upon which his
successors were to build so well
Abd-er-Rahman at last found rest m A D 788, and m
the very same year the independent Moslem kingdom